
 

November 1, 2025 
 

 
Dear [Donor Name], 
 
For fifteen years, the Virginia Council on Women has been empowering young women across the 
Commonwealth to dream boldly and lead confidently in the fields of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Math, and Healthcare (STEAM-H). 
 
While progress has been made, gender gaps remain. Women make up only 35% of the STEAM 
workforce, and in key areas like engineering and computing, the numbers drop even lower. At the 
same time, though women comprise nearly 80% of the healthcare workforce, only a fraction hold 
leadership or executive roles.  That’s why our work matters, now more than ever. 
 
Through the Annual STEAM-H Essay Contest, we award scholarships to outstanding Virginia 
high school seniors pursuing STEAM-H studies. Over the past 14 years, we’ve awarded more 
than $225,000 in scholarships, helping dozens of young women take their first steps toward 
groundbreaking careers. 
 
This year marks a moment of historic significance for the Commonwealth. As Virginia welcomes 
its first female governor, we are reminded of what’s possible when women are empowered to lead. 
Together, we can build on that momentum by investing in the next generation of innovators and 
changemakers. 
 
As we celebrate our 15th anniversary, we are setting an ambitious goal — to raise $50,000 to 
expand our scholarship program and support even more young women as they pursue education 
and careers in STEAM-H. 
 
Your gift, at any level, will directly impact the future of young women across Virginia, helping 
them break barriers, lead with confidence, and follow in the footsteps of trailblazing women 
making history today.  We invite you or your organization to join us as a 15th Anniversary 
Sponsor and invest in the bright, determined young women who are shaping tomorrow. 
 
You can make your donation online https://secure.qgiv.com/for/vcowsec/ or review our 
Sponsorship Opportunities for additional ways to partner with us.   
 
Thank you for your support and for believing in the power of women to change the world. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Joely Mauck      Cherry Dale 
Co-Chair      Chair 
STEAM-H Essay Contest Committee  Council on Women 
 
Questions? Please reach out to Women@governor.virginia.gov. 
  

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/vcowsec/


 

GIVING LEVELS & SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

❒ Platinum $25,000.00 
❒ Gold $10,000.00 
❒ Silver $5,000.00 
❒ Bronze $2,500.00 
❒ Friend $1,000 
❒ Patron $500 
❒ I/We cannot sponsor but would like to contribute $    

 
 

Contact Name   
 
 

Address:  City/State/Zip:    
 
 

Phone:   Email:    
 
 
 
Official Listing for Scholarship Recognition:  
  
 

All Sponsors will be recognized in promotional materials and press releases and 
invited to the scholarship presentation event at the Executive Mansion. 
 
Please make your tax-deductible check payable to Little Hands Virginia (EIN 84- 
1904601), VCW’s fiscal sponsor, and note in Memo Line – STEAM-H Essay Contest. 
You can learn more about Little Hands Virginia at their website: 
https://littlehandsva.org/ 

 
Mail to: Little Hands Virginia | 3707 Saunders Ave. | Richmond, Virginia 
23227 
 
Online donations are accepted here: https://secure.qgiv.com/for/vcowsec/ 

 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding sponsorship, please contact Joely 
Mauck, at joelymauck.vcw@gmail.com.  However, please direct any general inquiries to 
women@governor.virginia.gov. 

https://littlehandsva.org/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/vcowsec/
mailto:joelymauck.vcw@gmail.com
mailto:women@governor.virginia.gov


 

VIRGINIA COUNCIL ON WOMEN’S STEAM-H ESSAY CONTEST FAQs 
 

ABOUT THE CONTEST: 
Since 2010, the Virginia Council on Women (VCW) has held its signature Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) Essay Contest for female high school seniors. In 2020, the 
Council added Arts and Healthcare as both are essential to a STEM education and renamed the 
contest STEAM-H. The Virginia Council on Women presents deserving female students in the 
Commonwealth with scholarships to help them pursue STEAM-H in higher-education settings.  
The VCW will award one merit based and one need based scholarship to female high school 
seniors in each of the five geographic regions across the Commonwealth. 

 
CONTEST GUIDELINES: 
To enter, female students should be in their senior year in high school and hold at least a 3.0 
GPA. Students must write an original 700 to 1,000 word essay to share their motivation for 
pursuing STEAM-H career and their anticipated course of STEAM-H study, trade, and/or 
profession. Each submission is judged by a panel of Council members and women currently in 
STEAM-H careers. 

 
The contest application is available at: https://www.women.virginia.gov/steamh-essay-contest/. 

 

ABOUT THE COUNCIL ON WOMEN: 
The Virginia Council on Women is a volunteer, governor-appointed council of 21 members whose 
statutory purpose is to help women reach their full potential and to maximize their 
contributions, as wage earners and citizens, to the Commonwealth and to society. The Council 
has initiated several projects to meet this goal, including the STEAM-H Essay contest, which 
provides opportunities and encouragement to young women early in life to aid in their future 
success. 

 
AWARDS RECEPTION: 
In years past, the Governor has graciously agreed to host a reception in the spring at the 
Executive Mansion to present the scholarship awards and recognize our awardees, sponsors, and 
judges. 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
For more information and to learn about our past scholarship winners and sponsors, please 
visit our website: https://www.women.virginia.gov/steamh-essay-contest/ 

 
You can also learn more about what our past scholarship recipients are doing now on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CouncilOnWomen/ 

https://www.women.virginia.gov/steamh-essay-contest/
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